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Glenn and his two businesses are
consuming all of the overhead
expenses of this fund, so we can
guarantee that 100% of any
contributions will go directly to the
field study. We suggest that
everyone who holds this species
should consider sending $20 or £15
for each bird to our fund. (Paradise
Park, UK have five and have already
sent $100 to get the fund started.)
WPT-USA has matched the first
single donation of $1,000 from WPT
member Susanne Shrader. The
outstanding wildlife artist Grant
Hacking has provided a painting of
the Golden Conure, which will be
auctioned off later to benefit the
fund. He let us produce 250 limited
edition prints of the painting. Cyd
Riley of Fire Fly T-shirts has created
a beautiful Golden Conure T-shirt.
Golden Conure prints and the T-
shirts are available through our US
and UK administrators.

Glenn Reynolds
writes:
The initial study being done by Dr.
Yamashita started on January 1,
2000. Its purpose was to locate and
map active nesting sites. Thirteen
geographically dispersed sites were
located in the first two months of
the study. The native inhabitants
living in the area of the study were
found to be heavily infected with
malaria, which has somewhat
slowed the study and increased the
risks of Dr. Yamashita's work.
Yamashita has now started on the
second phase of the study. He is
trapping adult birds for genetic
blood testing. These tests are
revealing that most of the birds
trapped from various nesting sites
are closely related. Yamashita has
stated that the degree of
relatedness is much closer than
would usually be expected in a
geographically diverse group such
as the one that he has tested.  This
could indicate real trouble for this
species if action is not taken
immediately. Interestingly, he is
also finding what seems to be an
unrelated 'helper' within the family
clan. More testing and observation
needs to be done to fully confirm

and understand this phenomenon.
Although we have had a field study
team frequenting the area,
Yamashita states that trapping for
the illicit market continues to be
serious. He doesn't seem to think
that their presence has had any
effect on the numbers of Golden
Conures being trapped.

The construction of the Tucurí dam,
which lasted from 1975 to about
1984, dispersed as many as 35,000
forest colonists from their homes
into surrounding territories. This
displacement rapidly stimulated the
deforestation in the area that we are
now studying. It was estimated that
294 species of indigenous birds
were also dispersed, including
Hyacinth, Red and Green, Red-
bellied, and Scarlet Macaws, Hawk-
headed Parrots, Vulturine Parrots,
Chestnut-fronted, White-eyed,
Peach-fronted, Painted, Golden-
winged, and Golden Conures,
Green-rumped, and Blue-winged
Parrotlets, Canary-winged Parakeets,
Tui Parakeets, White-bellied
Caiques, Short-tailed Parrots, Blue-
headed, and Dusky Pionus, the
Festive, Orange-winged, Mealy, and
Kawall's Amazons, and Harpy
Eagles. Many mammals were also
displaced, which consisted of giant
and river otters, jaguars, manatees,
and at least seven species of
primates. The resulting reservoir
flooded 888 square miles of
rainforest. Sixteen hundred islands
were formed by existing hilltops

once the area was flooded, which
have been heavily deforested.

The land was not properly cleared
prior to the completion of the dam.
The decomposing of the rainforest
below the water's surface has
resulted in the release of methane
gases and carbon dioxide, which
has spoiled the areas surrounding
the reservoir. The quality of the
water is almost unusable and has
seeped into the ground water
tainting wells for miles around.

Deforested for
settlement
The decomposition also resulted in
the surface of the water being
covered with aquatic macrophytes
immediately after the initial
flooding. Aquatic macrophytes are
known as a primary medium for
mosquitoes. The area has been so
infested with mosquitoes for more
than a decade that it has become
mostly uninhabitable for humans or
animals. Because of this, the natives
who had been displaced into these
surrounding areas were once again
forced to pick up and move
resulting in further deforestation.
Additional re-settlement took place
in areas, which often proved to be
inappropriate. These areas were
deforested for settlement and then
later abandoned.
These people have never recovered;
financially or socially, and are
willing to do most anything to

afford survival. Some of them have
become parrot trappers to support
their families. They and others
readily lease or sell their property
to logging companies, who either
selectively log the land, or
completely clear it to the ground
after logging by burning the
remaining trees and brush. The
areas are burned to 'clean' the land
for planting. Selective logging
destroys nesting sites or leaves
them unprotected increasing the
chances for trappers; furthermore,
unprotected nesting trees are easily
blown over during high winds.

Along the Transamazon highway the
re-settlement process consumed
100,675 hectares. Bordering another
road that parallels the right side of
the reservoir another 311,025
hectares were deforested for
relocation. Just these two areas of
re-settlement alone have depleted
411,700 hectares or 1,017,310 acres
of rainforest. Seventy one percent
of the total deforestation occurring
in Brazil since 1977 has taken place
in the northeastern regions where
the Golden Conures reside. All but
thirteen percent of that seventy one
percent has occurred since 1988.
There are a lot of human factors
behind the decline of the Golden
Conures, which need to be
addressed if we are going to save
this species. From the research that
I have done on the area and the
correspondences that I have had
with Dr. Yamashita it seems that the
building of the Tucurí dam has had
a ripple effect on the entire region.
Displacement, poverty, poor quality
of drinking water and disease has
broken the local people. One
apparent solution would be to
stimulate the economy in the area.
Yamashita and Dr. Charles Munn
have both proposed setting up eco-
tourism in this region, which in my
opinion would be of obvious benefit.
Eco-tourism should result in
pumping revenue into the area and
possibly provide employment for
some of the local people. Moreover,
a further increase of presence in the
region may discourage some of the
illicit trapping.

$20,000 raised for
field study
As of March 2001 we have raised
over $20,000 for the field study and
the future acquisition of pertinent
tracts of land. We have sent an
initial $10,000 to Yamashita and his
team to fund the study. It is
estimated that much more will be
required to save this species from
extinction. Since we are the
financiers of the Golden Conure
Fund, the fund-page
http://www.breedersblend.com/gol
denconurefund.html will provide
you with the most up-to-date and
accurate information that is
available on this species.

Golden Conure Print, Contact WPT UK or WPT USA for purchase information.

Golden Conure Fund
Tucurí dam caused devastation
We have long been concerned about this Brazilian species which has suffered from tremendous loss of its rainforest
habitat and being a highly sought after bird for trade. We decided to set up a WPT 'Golden Conure Fund', see August
2000 PsittaScene. We contacted Dr. Carlos Yamashita, Brazil's leading parrot biologist, who has conducted previous
research into the Golden Conure. He is anxious to do more to help its preservation. We published a detailed proposal
from Dr. Charles Munn III in the August 1999 PsittaScene. The Golden Conure Fund is based in our WPT-USA office,
and Glenn Reynolds (8338 Terra Grande Ave., Springfield VA 22153, USA, fax: 703 644 6415, email:
goldenconurefund@breedersblend.com) will be pleased to hear from anyone who has a special interest in this
species, or wishes to contribute.
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